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ASIAN WATERBIRD CENSUS (AWCQC)

The Asian Waterbird Census (AWC) was initiated in 1987 and runs in parallel with other
waterbird censuses carried out in Africa, Europe, Central and West Asia and Latin America
under the umbrella of the International Waterbird Census. This citizen-science programme is
supporting conservation and management of wetlands and waterbirds worldwide. The Census is
done yearly between the months of January and February, wherein, volunteers across Asia Visit
wetlands in their country and count waterbirds. It works in partnership with many existing
national waterbird census programmes. In India, the AWC is coordinated by Wetlands
International South Asia and Bombay Natural History Society. The main objectives of the

Asian Waterbird Census are as follows:

» To obtain annual information on waterbird populations at wetlands in the region during
the non-breeding period of most species.
» To monitor the status and condition of wetlands.

» To encourage citizens to gain more knowledge about waterbirds and wetlands.

AWC IN MEGHALAYA

In Meghalaya, the first Asian Waterbird Census was conducted in 2022 by Meghalaya
Biodiversity Board in collaboration with the Office of the Divisional Forest Officer-Khasi Hills
Wildlfe Division, Shillong. This year too, the census was conducted in collaboration with the
Khasi Hills Wildlife Division of the Forest Department on the 2" February, 2024. The Census
was simultaneously carried out at five (05) sites viz. Umsaw, Umbir, Umniuh, Mawlyndep and
Umiam thereby covering the wetland areas of Umiam Lake, Ri-Bhoi District, Meghalaya with
the support and guidance from professional experts, Technical staff of Meghalaya Biodiversity
Board and the Technical and Field staff from the Forest Department. The BMC members also
participated enthusiastically during the exercise.

The experts who guided during the entire exercise were Smti. H. Lato, IFS, DFO Social
Forestry Division, East Khasi Hills, Shillong; Shri. M. Kharsyntiew, MFS, Assistant Conservator
of Forests; Dr. Dipankar Lahkar and Shri. Pranjal Deka from Aranyak, Assam.

During the exercise a total of 155 waterbirds comprising of 13 species were identified

and counted.



DETAILS OF THE SITES AND COUNTS

Name of the Wetland: Umiam Lake, Ri-Bhoi District, Meghalaya.

Area: 801.89 hectares (ha)

Sites with the Geo-coordinates: Five sites were identified and the list is given below (Table 1)

TABLE: 1
EI(.). (Sites su?r(:)lfjmt(ij?r?gsli}renli\;%nle;ke) Latitude Longitude
1. Site 1- Umsaw (Main dam) 25°40'10.58" N | 91°54'02.88" E
2. Site 2- Umbir (UCC Area) 25°39'02.75" N | 91°51'49.54" E
3. Site 3- Umniuh 25°39'37.199" N | 91°52'31.158" E
4. Site 4- Mawlyndep 25°38'55.982" N | 91°51'6.203" E
5. Site 5- Umiam 25°39'33.05" N | 91°53'48.85" E




Number of waterbirds species and their count at site level: The list of waterbirds species is given in
the table below (Table 2)

Table:2
Sites
SI No. | English Name | Scientific Name Site 1 | Site2 | Site3 | Site4 | Site5 | Specie
UMB | UMN wise
total
1. | Great Phalacrocorax carbo 24 18 06 07 10 65
Cormorant
2. | Little Cormorant | Microcarbo niger - - 03 01 - 04
3. | Oriental darter | Anhinga melanogaster - 01 - 01 - 02
4. | Great Crested Podiceps cristatus - 03 03 - - 06
Grebe
5. | Little Grebe Tachybaptus ruficollis - 09 - - 13 22
6. | Common Alcedo atthis - - - - 03 03
kingfisher
7. | Indian Pond Ardeola grayii - 08 01 06 - 15
Heron
8. | Intermediate Ardea intermedia - - 04 03 - 07
Egret
9. | Little egret Egretta garzetta - - - 01 - 01
10. | Little Ringed Charadrius dubius - - - 13 - 13
Plover
11. | White Wagtail Motacilla alba 02 02 02 - 01 07
12. | Red-wattled Vanellus indicus - 02 03 - - 05
lapwing
13. | Pipit spp. - - - - 05 - 05
TOTAL 155
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THE TIMES OF INDIA
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New For You

Shillong: Meghalaya forest and environment department
through the office of the divisional forest officer, Khasi
Hills Wildlife Division in Shillong in collaboration with the
Meghalaya Biodiversity Board conducted Asian Waterbird
Census (AWC) simultaneously at Umsaw, Umbir, Umniuh,
Mawlyndep and Umiam covering the wetland areas of
Umiam Lake (Barapani) in Ri-Bhoi district on February 2,
an official informed on Monday.

During the exercise about 155 waterbirds, comprising 13
species were spotted and studied.

"The AWC is part of the International Waterbird Census
(IWC). This citizen-science programme supporting the
conservation and management of wetlands and waterbirds
worldwide is done yearly between January and February,”
an official said.

rwluthunumumhunka)&;hkmklwklutmhum

Ka tnad Meghaloys Forest & Environment hngha L3 opliis tellam jong ke Divisional Forest OfScer, Khasl Hills
WiEe Division Shillong e ks nglatrefang Sod ka Megbaleys Blodiversity Bosd ha ka J tatfk u lysaphang, 2004
I lah raihee pryvbong La ka Aslan Waterbind Conmun, 2024 0w K Kues st Jorg ks [ingdon ki sl ki ion ha v by
Kyorhup b Urnsase, Uiy, Usnsioby, Marwlytadep bad Ussbam ba kynthwp K jaka sngess jong ka wab Usslam, &5 850l
Dstricr, Meghabaya bk finghovatunn bad af fagmoet jorg I rewitad bad shvomsphang ha Lane ka larg

Ka Kong Mewia Lato, IFS, DFO Social Forestry Divison, w By M UCsarsymties, MFS, Assistant Compervator of Focests,
na ka Rang &l seng NGO bum na ka Ascarrak ba kynthop & w Dr. Digankar Labkoar bad w Pranial Deka, ki
Oevabempbang o §a tnad Meghaleys Blodivrsily Board ks Koog (D) £ Kargwic Sad u 53 (Dn) 5. Doy reh ko &
Kina b wam B lasiion broste lasgg ha Rane 3 progras.

K Astan Wanerhind Centus (AWC) ka long shilynta ba ladiei bad ks jings e i ka Intersationa] YWaterbird Censas
(W) Kase ka pogeaes 1o ju pymdong na ka byses hae

byurtas A sk wm b satial ks pyvthel bod ka del

itk pyrash bad inde ki jaks srgem Sad by

o ety rmanda ks shidsben anems hagsdeng u ¥
Rymphang. bad hakine ki program ki briew kibe dos bynta bad kine ki jaltham ha kyTieng ka Sewhah Asia bad
Acsetratia kS u et Saaes puaris A3 Jaka sngern kit don ha K v forg B3 b Rk b S B k1 sl L3t s dee B R ki
i jaka

Ma ke ks peogram ba Le pyrdong e Lane ks [ylla b pyseip ba ki don 155 1Tl kin ko jalr sies b bynthop hadeh 13
1

Koo ka seupi Le o ralkier ha kyTieng K ol ka pyrthe] Ruem ks “World Wethend Day “bad kane ka jingtiew ka jingheon o
g ki La pymiong ban al fingiads bad

il gymeaalh Do LAk 1 K [logshal pyrrpalor ooy kine kS jaka ba sngem kil
Tong ki ka shoog ks sebs jong kived ki fak slm muandas u anem ba ka diom jong 1 jingphet jong ki ma krwes ks ks v
o 1o pyviong kane k3 peograss L b ba K Jaka segems Jong ka Urndans b bl na b Jaks
soigem b bongsas tam na ka byita kine ki jalt sim

17




I an Post ==

NATIONAL MAUN  EOTDRAL OIS/ WRITIRS COLNN TS TO THE €00

We e on Facetoos

Asian waterbird census records 155 birdsinUmiam e

The annual Asian Waterbird Census (AWC) has recorded 155 birds belonging to 13 species in the we
Umiam lake.

According to the Meghalaya Forest & Environment Department the census was conducted on February
the office of the Divisional Forest Officer, Khasi Hills Wildlife Division Shillong in Collaboration

Meghalaya Biodiversity Board.

The AWC is part of the global International Waterbird Census (IWC). It is a citizen-science programme support
the conservation and management of wetlands and waterbirds worldwide done annually between the month

January and February.

An official statement today said the census was carried out to also commemorate World Wetland Day to prot

and preserve the pristine wetlands, which acts as a habitat for avian life every year during their migration peri

“Through the exercise it has been observed that the Umiam wetland acts as an important habitat for avian I

the statement said.

DFO Social Forestry Division H. Lato, Assistant Conservator of Forests M Kharsyntiew, Aaranyak NGO memk
Dipankar Lahkar and Pranjal Deka, experts from Meghalaya Biodiversity Board E. Khongwir and S.

participated in the programme.

55 water Dirds found

Shillong, Feb $: As per tThe Asian Waterdird Cendus, 2024, there are Over |

2t the wetland areas of Umiam Lake, n B Bhot D

Conducted on February 2 Dy the Meghalaya Forent & Envwonment Department, in

ORALOAALON with the KA)s Hills Wildhte Dihvison Shoag

NG The Meghalryd Bodiverity

Board, t DAoL Wethang WOCAIONS ¥ 3 Usniden Lake, Including

Koy participants in the consus inciuded M Lato, IFS, DFO Secial Forestry D

Conservanor of Forests, and cxperts from orgarn

phat Labiar, and Pranjal Deba

The excrone revealed the presence of 135 water Dirds beloaging to 13 different species in the

Urream fretiang

The Asian Viaterhed Census AWC) 1 Dt of the LRobM Iternational Waterbird Conias (10
TR (26030 ACE ErOLr IMne SUGEOMTNG the (N valaon 2 MArMDEMent of st and
NG water D 08 woridwide i G0 yearly Dataden the month of Janeiry and Februsry
Wheron, volunteers aCrou Aud and Auitralania vt wetlands in thew country and count

waterbirds
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