
0 
 

 



1 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Submitted to 

NATIONAL BIODIVERSITY AUTHORITY, GOVT. OF INDIA 

 

 

 
 

Submitted by 

MEGHALAYA BIODIVERSITY BOARD 

SILVICULTURE BUILDING, LOWER LACHUMIERE,  

SHILLONG – 793001 

Website: https://megbiodiversity.nic.in 

E-mail: secretarymbb@gmail.com
 

 

 

 

A BRIEF REPORT ON THE ASIAN WATER BIRD CENSUS-

2024  

 

Date: 02.02.2024 

 

Venue: wetland areas of umiam lake 

              RI-BHOI DISTRICT, MEGHALAYA 

 



2 
 

 

ASIAN WATERBIRD CENSUS (AWC) 

The Asian Waterbird Census (AWC) was initiated in 1987 and runs in parallel with other 

waterbird censuses carried out in Africa, Europe, Central and West Asia and Latin America 

under the umbrella of the International Waterbird Census. This citizen-science programme is 

supporting conservation and management of wetlands and waterbirds worldwide. The Census is 

done yearly between the months of January and February, wherein, volunteers across Asia visit 

wetlands in their country and count waterbirds. It works in partnership with many existing 

national waterbird census programmes. In India, the AWC is coordinated by Wetlands 

International South Asia and Bombay Natural History Society. The main objectives of the 

Asian Waterbird Census are as follows:  

➢ To obtain annual information on waterbird populations at wetlands in the region during 

the non-breeding period of most species. 

➢  To monitor the status and condition of wetlands.  

➢ To encourage citizens to gain more knowledge about waterbirds and wetlands. 

 

AWC IN MEGHALAYA 

In Meghalaya, the first Asian Waterbird Census was conducted in 2022 by Meghalaya 

Biodiversity Board in collaboration with the Office of the Divisional Forest Officer-Khasi Hills 

Wildlfe Division, Shillong. This year too, the census was conducted in collaboration with the 

Khasi Hills Wildlife Division of the Forest Department on the 2nd February, 2024. The Census 

was simultaneously carried out at five (05) sites viz. Umsaw, Umbir, Umniuh, Mawlyndep and 

Umiam thereby covering the wetland areas of Umiam Lake, Ri-Bhoi District, Meghalaya with 

the support and guidance from professional experts, Technical staff of Meghalaya Biodiversity 

Board and the Technical and Field staff from the Forest Department. The BMC members also 

participated enthusiastically during the exercise. 

The experts who guided during the entire exercise were Smti. H. Lato, IFS, DFO Social 

Forestry Division, East Khasi Hills, Shillong; Shri. M. Kharsyntiew, MFS, Assistant Conservator 

of Forests; Dr. Dipankar Lahkar and Shri. Pranjal Deka from Aranyak, Assam.  

During the exercise a total of 155 waterbirds comprising of 13 species were identified 

and counted. 
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DETAILS OF THE SITES AND COUNTS 

 Name of the Wetland:  Umiam Lake, Ri-Bhoi District, Meghalaya. 

 Area: 801.89 hectares (ha) 

 Sites with the Geo-coordinates: Five sites were identified and the list is given below (Table 1) 

 

TABLE: 1 

 

Sl. 

No. 

Counting Site Names 

(Sites surrounding Umiam Lake) 
Latitude Longitude 

 

1. 

 

Site 1- Umsaw (Main dam)  

 

25° 40' 10.58" N 91° 54' 02.88" E 

 

2. 

 

Site 2- Umbir (UCC Area) 

 

25° 39' 02.75" N 91° 51' 49.54" E 

 

3. 

 

 

Site 3- Umniuh  
25° 39' 37.199" N 91° 52' 31.158" E 

 

4. 

 

 

Site 4- Mawlyndep  
25° 38' 55.982" N 91° 51' 6.203" E 

 

5. 

 

Site 5- Umiam 

  

25° 39' 33.05" N 91° 53'48.85" E 
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Number of waterbirds species and their count at site level: The list of waterbirds species is given in 

the table below (Table 2) 

 

Table:2 

 

 

Sl No. 

 

  

 

 

English Name 

 

 

Scientific Name 

Sites 

Site 1 Site 2 

UMB 

Site 3 

UMN 

Site 4 Site 5 Specie 

wise 

total 

 

1.  Great 

Cormorant  

Phalacrocorax carbo 24 18 06 07 10 65 

2.  Little Cormorant Microcarbo niger 

 

- - 03 01 - 04 

3.  Oriental darter 

 

Anhinga melanogaster - 01 - 01 - 02 

4.  Great Crested 

Grebe 

 

Podiceps cristatus - 03 03 - - 06 

5.  Little Grebe  Tachybaptus ruficollis 

 

- 09 - - 13 22 

6.  Common 

kingfisher 

 

Alcedo atthis - - - - 03 03 

7.  Indian Pond 

Heron 

 

Ardeola grayii - 08 01 06 - 15 

8.  Intermediate 

Egret 

 

Ardea intermedia - - 04 03 - 07 

9.  Little egret Egretta garzetta 

 

- - - 01 - 01 

10.  Little Ringed 

Plover 

  

Charadrius dubius 

 

- - - 13 - 13 

11.  White Wagtail Motacilla alba 

 

02 02 02 - 01 07 

12.  Red-wattled 

lapwing 

 

Vanellus indicus 

 

- 02 03 - - 05 

13.  Pipit spp. 

 

- 

 

- - - 05 - 05 

 

TOTAL 

 

 

155 
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GLIMPSE OF ASIAN WATERBIRD CENSUS 2024 
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