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fe First ‘Biodiversity Heritage Site’ (BHS)
of Meghalaya

Khiaw Kur Syien Knnglng has been notified by the Government of Meghalaya
a5 Biesliversity Heritage Sie (BHS) vide Motilbcation Mo, FOR_S3 001859 daed
13® December, 2018, The site is sitavied = Umkon village, Umling Block of
Ra-Bihoi Distruct, This 1 the first biodivessity nch soie consisting of 16,05 Ha ares
declared as BHS i Meghalaya under sub-section (1) of section 37 of the
Binlogical Diversity Act {2002),

The: Khlaw Kus Sysem Knsicing BHS is o hilly snea of thick tropical deciducus
foress band rich in diversity of flom and faung consisting of numerow medicimal
plams, a good busterfly population, Hoalodk gibben ete.

Indin awards Biediversity Heniage gs under the Biologicad Diversiay Act of
2002 The tags are s way bo boost ediversaty conservation and encoursge bocal
participation . protecting wnhque, ecologically fragile scosysiems with a rich
variety of mre of \hnesensd species, species of evolmbnnany significance, snd
evidence of biclogical components from the past such s fossil beds. The
Biodiverssty Herstage tag is valuable 25 B gives an impetus o conservatson
wifins by the povemnment and civil society groups

Meghalaya Biodivensity Board would like 1o thank the Darbar of Kur Syiem Baid
Nongtluh Biodiversity Management Commatiee (BMO) for mkmyg the mitiative
in declasing Khlaw Kur Sybem Kmbelag s BHS and dedicating thear cotnmianity
land for comservation snd peoiection of biodiversity for the future penerabicas.
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An Appeal

Meghalazyn Biodiversity Board appeals 1o the local commumiises of Meghalaya
for declaning susable bsodiversity nch arens under theirr conool as BHS.
Declaration of BHS does not change the land ownership. 1t brings in deserving
recagaition o the conservaion athics and effors of local communities. BHS g
emsunes immediate recogminon smd stimction s the nasomal as owell as
international level, B helps bringing n the mach needed fimances for
conservation and sisocimed community development. By declaring an area ns
BHS, the communities set volanery standards for conservation of beodiversity
and for mamagement of the bo nesomrces theremn, ensurmg Bir and equitsble
sharing of benefits. People in Meghalaya ere welcome o form Biodiversity
Management Comemittoes (BMCs) in thebr villages and propose constiution of
BHS throwgh these BMCs. The Meghalaya Brodiversity Board will be plessed o
s them.




